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SHEUNG SHUI TO LOK MA CHAU SPUR LINE 

 

Environmental Committee 

 

Minutes of Meeting No. 15 held at 9:30am  

on Wednesday, 6 June 2008,  

at Fo Tan Railway House, Room 507 
 

 
Present: 

 

  

Ms. Karen Barretto Friends of the Earth (Hong Kong) Member (NGO) 

Mr. Michael Kilburn The Hong Kong Bird Watching Society Member (NGO) 

Dr. Ng Cho-nam The University of Hong Kong Member (NGO) 

Dr. Lew Young WWF Hong Kong Member (NGO) 

Dr. Janet Lee WWF Hong Kong Member (NGO) 

Dr. Michael Leven Ecological Consultant Member (consultant) 

Mr. Paul Leader Ecological Consultant Member (consultant) 

Mr. Richard Kwan Manager - Environmental (HK Projects) Member (MTR) 

(Chairman) 

In Attendance: 

 

  

Dr. Chan Kam-foon Manager - Environmental Engineering Member (MTR) 

Mr. Clarence Tze Environmental Engineer I Member (MTR) 

Mr. Peter Choi Environmental Engineer II Member (MTR) 
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1. The Chairman welcomed Members to the No.15 EC 

meeting. He thanked Dr. Young for his contributions over the 

years through his expert advices on wetland enhancement works 

for the LMC Spurline. 

 

2. Dr. Young informed the Committee of his departure from 

Hong Kong.  He recommended Dr. Lee to be his replacement on 

behalf of WWF Hong Kong as a Member of the Committee.  

The Chairman welcomed Dr. Lee to the Committee. 

 

Item 1 - Confirmation of minutes of Meeting No. 14 

 

3. The minutes of Meeting No. 14 was confirmed without 

further comments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

  

Item 2 - Overview of Spur Line Project 

 

4. The Chairman responded to A Member (NGO) concern 

raised at the last meeting regarding the long-term commitment 

to management and maintenance of the LMC wetland.  MTR 

will manage and maintain the LMC wetland with the same 

practices as adopted by ex-KCRC (confirmation letter attached 

in Annex A). 

 

5. The Chairman informed Members that the merged 

company, MTR, was holding the Further Environmental Permits 

for its operations of the ex-KCRC network whereas the post 

merged KCRC was continuously holding the “mother” 

Environmental Permits. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Item 3 - Ecological Enhancement Works and Monitoring 

– an Update on Management Works and Look 

Ahead 

 

6. A Member (consultant) reported the ecological monitoring 
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and management work undertaken in 2007-2008 (details in 

Annex B).  The LMC wetland has in general been performing 

very well during the reporting period together with the well 

functioning of the infrastructure works.  Operational stage 

monitoring of 26 target bird species continued since year 2006. 

 

7. A Member (consultant) raised for discussion with regards 

the following methods to control phragmites in the LMC 

wetland: (i) cutting of phragmites which is only a very short-

term solution; (ii) digging out, which is fine for small patches 

but for large areas mechanical equipment is needed that could be 

very disruptive; (iii) spraying with herbicide 'Round-up', which 

is also used for some areas at Mai Po.  AEC would gather 

further information on these options and circulate to Members 

for comments. 

 

8. A Member (NGO) advised that there are also large areas 

of reeds at Mai Po that need to be removed.   A Member (NGO) 

further advised that WWF had carried out a study with the 

Chinese University of HK on the impact of herbicide spray on 

the reeds with the monitoring of the concentration left in soil 

and water.  The findings indicated that the application of 

herbicide was generally not a problem to the fish stock due to its 

low concentration and quick decomposition but unsure of the 

effects to dragonflies.  However, the application of herbicide 

should be prudent and shall only be used for local areas with 

close monitoring of its impacts. 

 

9. A Member (NGO) raised that the trees planted around the 

LMC station have grown very well which might block the views 

to the wetland in future when they grow further.  The Chairman 

replied that the viewing level at the station is at a height of 

several stories high.  A Member (consultant) added that these 

tree species would grow only up to approximately 6 to 9m. 

 

10. A Member (consultant) responded to the item from the 

last meeting regarding the station lighting impact to birds at 

night-time.  It was noted that the lighting of the LMC station 

was from inside the building whereas the clashing of birds 

would normally be due to the light outside of the building such 
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as floodlight with strong beam.  Since the previous incident of 

bird clashing, there have been no repeated incidents to date. 

 

 

Item 4 - Any Other Business 

11. A Member (consultant) reported on the incident whereby 

54 dead and 40 sick ducks found at LMC wetland on 25-

27 March 2008 were collected and tested H5 virus negative.  

AFCD confirmed the diagnosis of toxicity was due to ingestion 

of Clostridium Botulinum Toxin (Botulism). 

12. A Member (NGO) suggested if brief inspection could be 

arranged at the LMC wetland during long holidays so as to alert 

AFCD soonest possible if similar incidents occur on site.  The 

Chairman replied brief inspection would be arranged 

accordingly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Item 5 - Date of Next Meeting 

 

The date of next meeting to be advised (tentatively in December 

2008). 

 

 

(Version 0 )   

23 June 2008  
 

 

 


















